
H. R. 2997 

One Hundred Eleventh Congress 
of the 

United States of America 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, 
the sixth day of January, two thousand and nine 

An Act 
Making appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-

tration, and Related Agencies programs for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2010, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
following sums are appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and for other pur-
poses, namely: 

TITLE I 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

PRODUCTION, PROCESSING AND MARKETING 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Secretary of Agri-
culture, $5,285,000: Provided, That not to exceed $11,000 of this 
amount shall be available for official reception and representation 
expenses, not otherwise provided for, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

OFFICE OF TRIBAL RELATIONS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Tribal Relations, 
$1,000,000, to support communication and consultation activities 
with Federally Recognized Tribes, as well as other requirements 
established by law. 

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Chief Economist, 
$13,032,000. 

NATIONAL APPEALS DIVISION 

For necessary expenses of the National Appeals Division, 
$15,254,000. 
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of Agriculture funded by this Act to maintain personnel at the 
agency level: Provided further, That no funds made available by 
this appropriation may be obligated after 30 days from the date 
of enactment of this Act, unless the Secretary has notified the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress on the 
allocation of these funds by USDA agency: Provided further, That 
no other funds appropriated to the Department by this Act shall 
be available to the Department for support of activities of congres-
sional relations. 

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Communications, 
$9,722,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General, 
including employment pursuant to the Inspector General Act of 
1978, $88,725,000, including such sums as may be necessary for 
contracting and other arrangements with public agencies and pri-
vate persons pursuant to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspector General 
Act of 1978, and including not to exceed $125,000 for certain con-
fidential operational expenses, including the payment of informants, 
to be expended under the direction of the Inspector General pursu-
ant to Public Law 95–452 and section 1337 of Public Law 97– 
98. 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the General Counsel, 
$43,551,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND 
ECONOMICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary 
for Research, Education and Economics, $895,000. 

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the Economic Research Service, 
$82,478,000. 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, $161,830,000, of which up to $37,908,000 shall be available 
until expended for the Census of Agriculture. 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural Research Service 
and for acquisition of lands by donation, exchange, or purchase 
at a nominal cost not to exceed $100, and for land exchanges 
where the lands exchanged shall be of equal value or shall be 
equalized by a payment of money to the grantor which shall not 
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exceed 25 percent of the total value of the land or interests trans-
ferred out of Federal ownership, $1,179,639,000, of which 
$44,138,000 shall be for the purposes, and in the amounts, specified 
in the table titled ‘‘Congressionally Designated Projects’’ in the 
statement of managers to accompany this Act: Provided, That appro-
priations hereunder shall be available for the operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft and the purchase of not to exceed one for replace-
ment only: Provided further, That appropriations hereunder shall 
be available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of buildings and improvements, but unless other-
wise provided, the cost of constructing any one building shall not 
exceed $375,000, except for headhouses or greenhouses which shall 
each be limited to $1,200,000, and except for 10 buildings to be 
constructed or improved at a cost not to exceed $750,000 each, 
and the cost of altering any one building during the fiscal year 
shall not exceed 10 percent of the current replacement value of 
the building or $375,000, whichever is greater: Provided further, 
That the limitations on alterations contained in this Act shall 
not apply to modernization or replacement of existing facilities 
at Beltsville, Maryland: Provided further, That appropriations here-
under shall be available for granting easements at the Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center: Provided further, That the foregoing 
limitations shall not apply to replacement of buildings needed to 
carry out the Act of April 24, 1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided 
further, That funds may be received from any State, other political 
subdivision, organization, or individual for the purpose of estab-
lishing or operating any research facility or research project of 
the Agricultural Research Service, as authorized by law. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For acquisition of land, construction, repair, improvement, 
extension, alteration, and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities 
as necessary to carry out the agricultural research programs of 
the Department of Agriculture, where not otherwise provided, 
$70,873,000, of which $70,873,000 shall be for the purposes, and 
in the amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Congressionally Des-
ignated Projects’’ in the statement of managers to accompany this 
Act, to remain available until expended. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

For payments to agricultural experiment stations, for coopera-
tive forestry and other research, for facilities, and for other 
expenses, $788,243,000, of which $120,054,000 shall be for the 
purposes, and in the amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Congres-
sionally Designated Projects’’ in the statement of managers to 
accompany this Act, as follows: to carry out the provisions of the 
Hatch Act of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361a–i), $215,000,000; for grants for 
cooperative forestry research (16 U.S.C. 582a through a–7), 
$29,000,000; for payments to eligible institutions (7 U.S.C. 3222), 
$48,500,000, provided that each institution receives no less than 
$1,000,000; for special grants (7 U.S.C. 450i(c)), $89,029,000; for 
competitive grants on improved pest control (7 U.S.C. 450i(c)), 
$16,185,000; for competitive grants (7 U.S.C. 450(i)(b)), 
$262,482,000, to remain available until expended; for the support 
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AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRA-
TION, AND RELATED AGENCIES PROGRAMS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR END-
ING SEPTEMBER 30, 2010, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2009.—Ordered to be printed 

Ms. DELAURO, from the Committee of Conference, 
submitted the following 

CONFERENCE REPORT 

[To accompany H.R. 2997] 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
2997), making appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and for other purposes, 
having met, after full and free conference, have agreed to rec-
ommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amend-
ment of the Senate and agree to the same with an amendment as 
follows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be inserted by the Senate 
amendment, insert the following: 
That the following sums are appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

PRODUCTION, PROCESSING AND MARKETING 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Secretary of Agri-
culture, $5,285,000: Provided, That not to exceed $11,000 of this 
amount shall be available for official reception and representation 
expenses, not otherwise provided for, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, $161,830,000, of which up to $37,908,000 shall be available 
until expended for the Census of Agriculture. 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural Research Service and 
for acquisition of lands by donation, exchange, or purchase at a 
nominal cost not to exceed $100, and for land exchanges where the 
lands exchanged shall be of equal value or shall be equalized by a 
payment of money to the grantor which shall not exceed 25 percent 
of the total value of the land or interests transferred out of Federal 
ownership, $1,179,639,000, of which $44,138,000 shall be for the 
purposes, and in the amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Congres-
sionally Designated Projects’’ in the statement of managers to ac-
company this Act: Provided, That appropriations hereunder shall be 
available for the operation and maintenance of aircraft and the pur-
chase of not to exceed one for replacement only: Provided further, 
That appropriations hereunder shall be available pursuant to 7 
U.S.C. 2250 for the construction, alteration, and repair of buildings 
and improvements, but unless otherwise provided, the cost of con-
structing any one building shall not exceed $375,000, except for 
headhouses or greenhouses which shall each be limited to 
$1,200,000, and except for 10 buildings to be constructed or im-
proved at a cost not to exceed $750,000 each, and the cost of altering 
any one building during the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 percent 
of the current replacement value of the building or $375,000, which-
ever is greater: Provided further, That the limitations on alterations 
contained in this Act shall not apply to modernization or replace-
ment of existing facilities at Beltsville, Maryland: Provided further, 
That appropriations hereunder shall be available for granting ease-
ments at the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center: Provided fur-
ther, That the foregoing limitations shall not apply to replacement 
of buildings needed to carry out the Act of April 24, 1948 (21 U.S.C. 
113a): Provided further, That funds may be received from any State, 
other political subdivision, organization, or individual for the pur-
pose of establishing or operating any research facility or research 
project of the Agricultural Research Service, as authorized by law. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For acquisition of land, construction, repair, improvement, ex-
tension, alteration, and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities as 
necessary to carry out the agricultural research programs of the De-
partment of Agriculture, where not otherwise provided, $70,873,000, 
of which $70,873,000 shall be for the purposes, and in the amounts, 
specified in the table titled ‘‘Congressionally Designated Projects’’ in 
the statement of managers to accompany this Act, to remain avail-
able until expended. 
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the Senate. The conference agreement provides increases of 
$5,750,000 for restoration of the Agricultural Chemical Use Pro-
gram; $1,600,000 to provide a data series on bio-energy production 
and utilization; and $250,000 to complete the analysis and sum-
mary of, and to continue data collection related to, the Organic Pro-
duction Survey. 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The conference agreement provides $1,179,639,000 for the Ag-
ricultural Research Service (ARS), Salaries and Expenses, instead 
of $1,157,568,000 as proposed by the House and $1,181,632,000 as 
proposed by the Senate. 

The conference agreement does not accept the budget proposals 
to decrease funds for property management or to transfer the Of-
fice of Pest Management Policy to the Office of the Chief Econo-
mist, and provides $1,700,000 for the Office of Pest Management 
Policy in ARS. 

The conference agreement provides the following increases, 
which are a part of the budget request: $5,937,000 for increased re-
search on human nutrition; $1,052,000 to strengthen grain disease 
research to protect the world grain supply; $246,000 to index and 
mine the U.S. seed collections for energy genes; and $2,374,000 for 
environmental stewardship research. 

The conference agreement provides the following increases: 
$300,000 for research regarding critical invasive weed problems in 
the Northwestern United States; $1,500,000 for research related to 
colony collapse disorder; $300,000 to coordinate research on shell-
fish and shellfish disease in the Northeast; $1,000,000 to speed ef-
forts to develop Ug99-resistant wheat varieties; $1,000,000 for re-
search regarding Asian Citrus Psyllid/Citrus Greening Disease; 
$3,400,000 for animal disease research; and $600,000 to address re-
gional groundwater problems in the Lower Mississippi River Basin. 

The conference agreement provides an increase of $1,250,000 
for cranberry research. Specifically, these funds should be used for 
additional research into cranberry genetic improvement, cranberry 
insect pest management, and environmental engineering research 
to develop new technologies and practices that growers will be able 
to implement to protect and enhance water resources. 

The conference agreement provides $543,000 for the bioenergy 
feedstock research program at the Mandan, North Dakota, ARS fa-
cility. 

The conferees direct ARS to provide the Committees with a 
brief summary of research gaps on potential disease transmission 
arising from interactions between wild and domestic sheep on the 
range. When preparing this summary, the conferees encourage the 
Department to work with scientists at the Animal Disease Re-
search Unit, co-located at the University of Idaho and Washington 
State University, the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station in DuBois, 
Idaho, and their collaborators. 

The conferees direct ARS to provide the Committees with a re-
port, including staffing and funding requirements, on the feasibility 
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of establishing a warm season grasses research program at the 
Southern Plains Research Station in Woodward, Oklahoma. 

The conferees direct ARS to continue research at their Grand 
Forks facility to address obesity and diet-related health issues in 
rural and Native American communities. 

The following is a list of Congressionally Designated Projects: 

Agricultural Research Service 

Salaries and Expenses 

Congressionally Designated Projects 
Amount 

Animal Vaccines, Greenport, NY .......................................................... $1,518,000 
Arthropod-Borne Animal Diseases Research Laboratory, Manhat-

tan, KS ................................................................................................ 1,500,000 
Aquaculture Fisheries Center, ARS, Pine Bluff, AR .......................... 519,000 
Aquaculture Initiatives, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, 

Stuggart, AR ....................................................................................... 1,597,000 
Biomass Crop Production, Brookings, SD ............................................ 1,250,000 
Biomedical Materials in Plants (Biotech Foundation), Beltsville, 

MD ....................................................................................................... 1,700,000 
Bioremediation Research, Beltsville, MD ............................................ 111,000 
Biotechnology Research and Development Center, Washington, DC 3,500,000 
Catfish Genome, Auburn, AL ............................................................... 819,000 
Center for Agroforestry, Booneville, AR .............................................. 660,000 
Cereal Disease, St. Paul, MN ............................................................... 290,000 
Computer Vision Engineer, Kearneysville, WV .................................. 400,000 
Crop Production and Food Processing, Peoria, IL .............................. 786,000 
Dairy Forage Research Center, Marshfield, WI .................................. 2,500,000 
Dale Bumpers Small Farms Research Center, Booneville, AR .......... 1,805,000 
Diet Nutrition and Obesity Research, New Orleans, LA ................... 623,000 
Endophyte Research, Booneville, AR ................................................... 994,000 
Forage Crop Stress Tolerance and Virus Disease Management, 

Prosser, WA ........................................................................................ 200,000 
Formosan Subterranean Termites Research, New Orleans, LA ........ 3,490,000 
Foundry Sand By-Products Utilization, Beltsville, MD ..................... 638,000 
Human Nutrition Research, Boston, MA ............................................. 350,000 
Human Nutrition Research, Houston, TX ........................................... 300,000 
Human Nutrition Research, Kannapolis, NC ...................................... 1,000,000 
Improved Crop Production Practices, Auburn, AL ............................. 1,293,000 
Livestock-Crop Rotation Management, Kutztown, PA ....................... 349,000 
Lyme Disease, 4 Poster Project, Washington, DC .............................. 700,000 
Medicinal and Bioactive Crops, Washington, DC ............................... 111,000 
Mosquito Trapping Research/West Nile Virus, Gainesville, FL ........ 1,454,000 
National Bio and Agro Defense Facility, Manhattan, KS .................. 1,500,000 
National Center for Agricultural Law, Beltsville, MD ....................... 654,000 
National Corn to Ethanol Research Pilot Plant, Washington, DC .... 360,000 
New England Plant, Soil, and Water Research Laboratory, Orono, 

ME ....................................................................................................... 2,249,000 
Northern Great Plains Research Laboratory, Mandan, ND .............. 543,000 
Northwest Center for Small Fruits, Corvallis, OR ............................. 275,000 
Pacific Basin Agricultural Research Center Staffing, Hilo, HI .......... 700,000 
Phytoestrogen Research, New Orleans, LA ......................................... 1,750,000 
Potato Diseases, Beltsville, MD ............................................................ 61,000 
Poultry Diseases, Beltsville, MD .......................................................... 408,000 
Seismic & Acoustic Technologies in Soils Sedimentation Labora-

tory, Oxford, MS ................................................................................. 332,000 
Sorghum Research, Little Rock, AR ..................................................... 135,000 
Soybean Genomics, St. Paul, MN ......................................................... 200,000 
Subtropical Beef Germplasm, Brooksville, FL .................................... 1,033,000 
Termite Species in Hawaii, New Orleans, LA ..................................... 200,000 
Tropical Aquaculture Feeds (Oceanic Institute), Hilo, HI .................. 1,438,000 
Water Management Research Laboratory, Brawley, CA .................... 340,000 
Water Use Reduction, Dawson, GA ...................................................... 1,200,000 
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Congressionally Designated Projects—Continued 
Amount 

Wild Rice, St. Paul, MN ........................................................................ 303,000 

Total ......................................................................................... 44,138,000 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

The conference agreement provides $70,873,000 for Agricul-
tural Research Service, Buildings and Facilities, instead of 
$35,000,000 as proposed by the House and $47,027,000 as proposed 
by the Senate. 

The following is a list of Congressionally Designated Projects: 

Agricultural Research Service 

Buildings and Facilities 

Congressionally Designated Projects 
Amount 

Agricultural Research Center, Logan, UT ........................................... $4,527,000 
Agricultural Research Facility, Beltsville, MD ................................... 3,000,000 
Animal Bioscience Facility, Bozeman, MT .......................................... 3,654,000 
Appalachian Fruit Laboratory, Kearneysville, WV ............................ 2,000,000 
ARS Biotechnology Lab, Lorman, MS .................................................. 1,500,000 
ARS Forage-Animal Production Research Facility, Lexington, KY ... 2,000,000 
ARS Research and Development Center, Auburn, AL ....................... 3,500,000 
ARS Waste Management Research Facility, Bowling Green, KY ..... 2,000,000 
Center for Advanced Viticulture and Tree Crop Research, Davis, 

CA ........................................................................................................ 3,000,000 
Center for Grape Genetics, Geneva, NY .............................................. 3,654,000 
Center of Excellence for Vaccine Research, Storrs, CT ...................... 3,654,000 
Dairy Forage Agricultural Research Center, Prairie du Sac, WI ...... 4,000,000 
Jamie Whitten Delta States Research Center, Stoneville, MS .......... 4,000,000 
National Plant and Genetics Security Center, Columbia, MO .......... 3,500,000 
Pacific Basin Agricultural Research Center, Hilo, HI ........................ 5,000,000 
Systems Biology Research Facility, Lincoln, NE ................................ 3,760,000 
U.S. Agricultural Research Station, Salinas, CA ................................ 3,654,000 
U.S. ARS Laboratory, Canal Point, FL ................................................ 3,422,000 
U.S. ARS Laboratory, Pullman, WA .................................................... 3,740,000 
U.S. ARS Sugarcane Research Laboratory, Houma, LA .................... 3,654,000 
University of Toledo Greenhouse and Hydroponic Research Com-

plex, Toledo, OH ................................................................................. 3,654,000 

Total ......................................................................................... 70,873,000 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

The conference agreement provides $788,243,000 for Research 
and Education Activities, instead of $711,523,000 as proposed by 
the House and $757,821,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

The conference agreement provides funding for research on 
Global Change and UV Monitoring as requested in the budget, to 
be spent as the agency determines appropriate. 

The conference agreement provides $1,339,000 for the Food 
and Agriculture Policy Research Institute, of which $340,000 shall 
be used to conduct an analysis of rangeland, cattle, and hay with 
the University of Nevada-Reno. 

The conference agreement provides $1,436,000 for a competi-
tive potato breeding research program to be administered in the 
same manner and for the same purposes as in fiscal year 2009. 
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