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Mr. DURBIN, from the Committee on Appropriations,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 3260]

The Committee on Appropriations reports the bill (S. 3260) mak-
ing appropriations for financial services and general government
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, and for other pur-
poses, reports favorably thereon and recommends that the bill do
pass.

Amounts of new budget (obligational) authority for fiscal year 2009

Total of bill as reported to the Senate .................... $44,755,883,000
Amount of 2008 appropriations ..........ccccceceeeeuvveeennns 43,658,154,000
Amount of 2009 budget estimate .............ccvvveeee.... 44,226,913,000
Bill as recommended to Senate compared to—
2008 appropriations .........cccccceeeeeeeeeciiiniieeeeeeeenn. +1,097,729,000
2009 budget estimate .......cccccceeeeeeeeiiiiiirieenennnn. +528,970,000
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

The Committee recommends a Federal payment of $16,000,000,
to be matched by at least $8,000,000 provided by the Water and
Sewer Authority, to continue implementation of the Long-Term
Combined Sewer Overflow Control Plan. This is an increase of
$8,000,000 above the fiscal year 2008 enacted level and $2,000,000
above the budget request.

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING

COUNCIL
Appropriations, 2008 ...........ccceeceeriiieninenne. $1,300,000
Budget estimate, 2009 .... . 1,774,000
Committee recommendation 1,774,000

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Criminal Justice Coordinating Council for the District of Co-
lumbia [CJCC] is the primary forum in which District of Columbia
criminal justice agencies can identify and address interagency co-
ordination issues. Its mission is to address coordination difficulties
among District of Columbia criminal justice agencies and address
criminal justice issues, such as drugs, juvenile justice, halfway
houses, information technology, and identification of arrestees. The
CJCC was originally established pursuant to a Memorandum of
Agreement in May 1998 and operates as an independent working
group to foster cooperation among the more than a dozen Federal
and local governmental agencies which have law enforcement re-
sponsibility in our Nation’s Capital. As part of a local enactment
in August 2001, the CJCC was established as an independent agen-
cy within the District of Columbia.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

The Committee recommends a Federal payment of $1,774,000 to
the Criminal dJustice Coordinating Council [CJCC]. This is
$474,000 above the fiscal year 2008 enacted level and the same as
the budget request. The Committee directs the CJCC to submit an-
nual performance measures in an annual report, which should also
describe progress made on individual CJCC initiatives.

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Appropriations, 2008 .. $5,453,000
Budget estimate, 2009 ..........ccocieiiiiiiiiiieee e nes eveesiaeeaeenbeeteenans
Committee recommendati . 5,000,000

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

The Committee recommends a Federal payment of $5,000,000 to
the Office of the Chief Financial Officer of the District of Columbia.
This is $453,000 below the fiscal year 2008 enacted level and
$5,000,000 above the budget request. These funds are for health,
education, environmental, social service, and economic development
initiatives in the District of Columbia. The Committee directs that
of this amount, $3,000,000 be allocated to the Children’s National
Medical Center in Washington, DC, as a contribution toward con-
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struction of new and renovated operating rooms and additional pro-
cedure rooms to address the growing demand for pediatric services
throughout the region, meet architectural standards for complex
surgical care, and expand sterile processing space to comply with
new infection control standards.

The Committee directs each grantee of funding under this ac-
count to submit a detailed budget and a comprehensive description
of the activities to be carried out with the funds no later than
March 15, 2009 to the Chief Financial Officer and the Committees
on Appropriations. The Committee further directs that any funds
made available to any grantee under this account must be spent
primarily in the District of Columbia to benefit District of Colum-
bia residents.

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

Appropriations, 2008 ..........ccccoeeeverierrennnnn. $40,800,000
Budget estimate, 2009 .... . 54,000,000
Committee recommendation 54,000,000

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Committee continues and enhances a three-sector funding
arrangement to provide resources for the District of Columbia Pub-
lic Schools, public charter schools, and for a scholarship program
for low-income students to attend private schools. The Committee
is encouraged by the progress to date to implement the Mayor’s ini-
tiative to chart a new management course for the District’s trou-
bled public school system in response to Public Law 110-33, which
vested authority over the school superintendent, operating budget,
and capital program in the mayor. The Committee acknowledges
the daunting challenges this undertaking presents, given that Dis-
trict of Columbia public school students chronically perform well
below national averages in reading and mathematics, fewer than
half of the core courses in District schools are taught by teachers
who have earned a degree or passed competency classes in their
subjects, antiquated administrative recordkeeping system falls woe-
fully short of any reasonable standards, and school buildings
throughout the city suffer from disrepair, including hazardous de-
fects, and delays of months or even years for necessary repairs.

Public charter schools in the District of Columbia have grown
considerably since the first two opened in 1996 and served 160 stu-
dents. Today, there are 55 tuition-free, autonomous public charter
schools on 82 campuses operating in the District, enrolling approxi-
mately 22,000 students, 30 percent of all District of Columbia pub-
lic school students. The District of Columbia School Reform Act of
1995 (Public Law 104-134), one of the strongest charter school
laws in the Nation, guarantees charter school autonomy from the
District of Columbia Public Schools and from the District govern-
ment and mandates uniform per student funding of all public
school students, both traditional and charter.

Congress established the private school scholarship program as
a 5-year pilot in 2003. The intent of this program, operated by the
Washington Scholarship Fund under a grant from the Department
of Education, is to help increase the District of Columbia’s capacity
to provide parents, particularly low-income parents whose children
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